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REPORT. 


The  return  of  the  New  Year,  again  makes  it  necessary  for  the 
Managers  of  the  "  Foster  Home,"  to  present  to  their  friends,  and 
the  public,  in  their  Annual  Report,  a  summary  of  their  proceed- 
ings, during  the  past  year.  Though  our  path  has  been  one  of 
unusual  difficulty  and  discouragement,  owing  to  the  want  of  funds, 
we  have  cause  for  thankfulness,  that  we  have  been  able  to  rescue 
so  many  helpless  little  children  from  poverty  and  vice,  and  to 
give  them  in  exchange  for  want  and  squalid  wretchedness,  the 
comforts  of  a  happy  home,  where,  removed  from  the  pernicious 
influences  surrounding  them,  they  are  trained  in  principles  of  re- 
ligion and  virtue. 

During  the  Winter  and  early  Spring,  the  scarlet  fever  prevailed 
as  an  epidemic,  in  the  Institution — but  by  the  blessing  of  Provi- 
dence, upon  the  untiring  attention  of  our  Physician,  out  ot  thirty- 
five  cases,  but  two,  terminated  fatally.  Since  that  time,  the 
children  have  enjoyed  general  good  health.  The  school  has 
prospered,  under  the  management  of  our  excellent  teacher,  who 
has  served  us  long  and  faithfully;  and  many  of  the  older  children 
are  rapidly  progressing  in  their  studies.  Sewing  and  knitting, 
are  particularly  attended  to,  and  eighty-five  pairs  of  stockings 
have  been  knit  since  January,  1853.  Our  teacher,  having  had  a 
call  to  preside  over  another  Institution — and  the  health  of  the 
Matron  failing — both  left  us  in  the  beginning  of  December;  but 
having  supplied  their  places,  as  we  hope,  satisfactorily  to  our- 
selves, we  trust  the  good  order,  heretofore  prevailing  in  the 
"  Home"  may  be  uninterrupted. 
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Having  alluded  to  our  want  of  means,  we  feel  it  our  duty  to 
state,  that  our  funds  have  never  been  adequate  to  the  support  of 
the  Institution.  Being  entirely  dependent  upon  Annual  Subscrip- 
tions, and  the  small  sum  received  from  the  parents,  and  many  of 
the  former,  ceasing  from  year  to  year  by  death  and  other  causes, 
our  income  has  never  been  equal  to  our  expenditures,  and  we 
have  again  and  again,  been  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  the 
liberality  of  our  friends,  to  supply  our  deficiencies.  In  the  begin- 
ning of  December,  owing  to  our  increased  expenses,  we  found 
ourselves  deeply  in  debt — but  through  an  urgent  appeal  in  the 
public  papers — from  a  warm  friend  of  the  Institution — the  means 
of  payment  have  been  extended  to  us.  Unless  we  can  rely  upon 
the  generosity  of  the  public,  in  helping  us  to  continue  so  important 
a  charity,  we  shall  find  all  our  efforts  to  do  good,  unavailing,  and 
be  obliged  again  to  throw  upon  the  world  eighty  children,  looking 
to  us  for  support,  and  even  for  the  very  necessaries  of  life. 

We  are  well  aware,  that  there  are  many,  and  ever  increasing 
demands,  upon  the  liberality  of  the  public,  but  many  from  their 
abundance,  could  spare  the  mite,  which  would  be  unfelt  by  them, 
and  which  like  bread,  cast  upon  the  waters,  would  return  to  them 
after  many  days.  We  are  the  almoners  of  the  poor — and  we 
should  esteem  it  a  privilege,  to  impart  to  them,  of  the  good  gifts, 
which  have  been  so  freely  bestowed  upon  us.  "  Give  and  it  shall 
be  given  unto  you,  good  measure,  pressed  down,  and  shaken  to- 
gether, and  running  over,  shall  men  give  into  your  bosom." 

We  would  return  our  thanks  to  the  Physicians  who  have  so 
kindly  extended  their  gratuitous  services  to  us — and  to  Mrs. 
Preston,  and  the  Trustees  of  the  Preston  Retreat,  who  continue 
to  us  the  use  of  the  commodious  building  which  we  occupy. 
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Donations  for  1S53. 


A  Lady  for  Library,  S    3  00  I 

Isaac  S.  Williams,  .'<  On 

Mrs.  John  M'Allister,  10  00 
Mr.  Backus  and  Mr.  and  Mrs. 

J.  Bayard,  75  00 

Mr.  G.  VV.  Toland,  20  00 
Mrs.  E.  S.  Burd  for  one  year's 

support  of  a  child,  26  00 
Mrs.  Hebner,  2  50 
Philip  M.  Price,  5  00 
Wm.  Chamberlain,  5  00 
Joseph  D.  Brown,  100  00 
Mrs.  Rebecca  Gibson,  10  00 
R.  &  J.  Lesley,  6  00 
Sallie  Smith,  1  00 
Sarah  Pierce,  1  00 
Mrs.  Van  Pelt,  1  00 
Mrs.  R.  D.  Wood,  3  00 
Mrs.  G.  B.  Wood,  3  00 
Mrs.  Pepper,  10  00 
Jos.  J.  Mickley  Trustee  of  Es- 
tate of  J.  Plich,  dec'd.  100  00 
A  gentleman,  5  00 
A  Friend  through  Miss  David- 
son, 1  00 
Mrs.  Rebecca  Coates,  10  00 
Mrs.  H.  P.  M'Kean,  10  00 
Miss  Harriet  Jones,  10  00 
Miss  Wharton,  5  00 
Mrs.  Harrison,  2  00 
Mrs.  Guest,  2  00 
Miss  Sarah  P.  Morris,  2  00 
Mrs.  Caroline  Voight,  1  00 
Mrs.  H.  Humphrey,  1  00 
Mrs.  H.  D.  Steever,  10  00 
Miss  Serena  Potts,  4  00 
Miss  C.  Linn,  1  00 
Mrs.  Bohlen,  10  00 
George  V.  Bacon,  3  00 
Elizabeth  Paul,  1  00 
A  Gentleman,  through  Mrs. 

Brown,  5  00 

Mrs.  Linnard,  10  00 

Miss  Ann  Haines,  5  00 

Mrs.  J.  Anspach,  2  00 

Rev.  Mr.  Hinds,  10  00 

John  B.  Myers,  5  00 

Joseph  B.  Myers,  5  00 

Chas.  Borie.  20  00 

Richard  Ashhurst,  50  00 


John  M'Allister,  $20  00 

Andrew  M.  Jones,  15  00 

Mrs.  J.  D.  Logan,  20  00 

Mrs.  Bowie,  20  00 

Miss  Helen  Hughes,  20  00 
A  Lady,  through  Mrs.  Bowie, 
for  one  year's  support  of  a 

child,  26  00 

Joseph  D.  Brown,  150  00 

Horatio  C.  Wood,  10  00 
A  Friend,  through  Mrs.  Brown,      5  00 

Mrs.  Horner,  2  00 

Mr.  Weaver,  1  00 

Mrs.  Barron,  1  00 

Mrs.  Augustus  Willis,  2  00 

Miss  M.  Cope,  3  00 

Joseph  Warner,  10  00 

Franklin  Fell,  5  00 

M.  W.  Baldwin,  10  00 

Cash,  through  Mrs.  Price,  10  00 

Joshua  Bailey,  5  00 

Miss  Wood,  3  00 

Miss  S.  H.  Wood,  3  00 

Cash,  through  Mrs.  Bispham,  1  00 

Mr.  Tredick,  5  00 

Mrs.  Pennington,  5  00 

Mrs.Gumbes,  50  00 

Anonymous,  50  00 

Dr.  G.  B.  Wood,  10  00 
Grandom  Institution  for  Fuel 

and  Clothing,  100  00 

Mr.  E.  W.  Clark,  20  00 

Mr.  E.  W.  Clark.  Jr.  20  00 

Mr.  John  Grigg,  25  00 

Mrs.  Bacon,  2  50 

Mrs.  G.  W.  Toland,  5  00 

Cash,  10  00 

Dr.  Pennock,  10  00 

Cash,  through  Mrs.  Perot,  5  00 

Mrs.  Mliler,  2  00 

Cash,  1  00 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  G.  Birncy,  2  00 

Miss  E.  Swift,  Sr.  10  00 

Hannah  Cooper,  55  00 

Mr.  Thomas  Earp,  10  00 

A  Christmas  Friend,  25  00 

A  Family  Offering,  25  00 

Through  Editors  of  Bulletin,  10  00 

Rev.  Mr.  Durborow,  2  50 


8  pair  knit  Stockings,  from  Mrs.  Dr.  Smith. 

1  dozen  pair  knit  Stockings,  from  Miss  C.  W.  Morris. 

Clothing  from  Mr.  F.  Fraley. 

Remnants  of  Calico  from  Mr.  Archambault. 

Box  of  Slates,  Pencils,  and  Books,  from  a  Gentleman. 
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2  dozen  Prayer  Books,  from  Mrs.  Bowie. 

SI .50  deduction  on  Printing-  Bill,  from  Mrs.  Bailey. 

Large  donation  of  Medicines,  from  Charles  Ellis  &.  Co. 

30  bushels  of  Potatoes,  through  Mrs.  Bowie. 

Clothing  from  Mrs.  Israel  Maule  and  Mrs.  Charles  Ogden. 

One  hogshead  of  Codfish,  from  Mr.  Knight: 

2  nieces  of  Ribbon  from  John  Stone  &.  Son. 

1  dozen  Woolen  Stockings,  through  Mrs.  Perot. 

Candies  and  Books,  from  Mr.  Claxton,  Mr.  Latimer  and  Mr.  ,T.  Morris. 

Alphabets,  from  Mrs.  Brown  and  Mrs.  Toland. 

Toys,  from  William  D.  Parrish. 

Candies  from  D.  L.  Miller,  Jr. 

Candies  from  Mrs.  E.  W.  Clark. 

SI  from  Mrs.  Charles  Lennig. 

1  barrel  of  Flour,  from  Mrs.  Wood. 

§50  from  Managers,  for  Anniversary,  Christmas,  and  other  occasions,  to  pur- 
chase refreshments  for  the  children. 

2  Brittania  Teapots  and  six  Spoons,  from  Mrs.  Price. 
Cakes  and  Bread  from  Mr.  Moxey. 


New  Annual  Subscribers  for  1853. 


Miss  Mary  Smith, 

Mr.  P.  Sides, 

Mr.  William  Allen, 

Miss  Jane  Scull, 

Mr.  Brodie, 

Mr.  Chambers, 

Mr.  J-  Sergeant.  Price, 

Miss  Rebecca  E.  Price, 

Miss  Sybil  E.Price, 

Miss  Deborah  M.  Kimber, 

Miss  Henrietta  Graff, 

Miss  Warner, 

Miss  Ellen  S.  Smith, 

Susan  Sawer, 

George  Thomas,  Sen. 

T.  S.  Wiegand, 

Mr.  B.  C.  Busby, 

Dr.  Maris, 

Mrs.  Overn, 

Miss  Mitchell, 

Mrs.  Dupuy, 

Mrs.  Rowley, 
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Mr.  Jabcz  Jenkins,  2  00 

Miss  Caroline  Heyl,  2  00 

Mrs.  George  Day,  2  00 

Mrs.  J.  A.  Stroud,  2  00 

Miss  Mary  Curtis,  1  00 

Miss  Harriet  Curtis,  1  00 

Mary  A.  Tyler,  1  00 

Mrs.  Joseph  Medaira,  2  00 

Miss  Elbert,  2  00 

Mrs,  A.  S.  Bowen,  2  00 

D.  O.  Tatem,  2  00 

J.  Tatem,  2  00 

T.  Moore,  2  00 

Miss  Elbert,  2  00 

Mr.  John  Bohlen,  2  00 

Mr.  Joseph  S.  Perot,  2  00 

Mrs.  James  Coleman,  2  00 

Mrs.  Hayward  Drayton,  2  00 

Judge  Rogers,  2  00 

Mrs.  William  B.  Page,  2  00 

Mrs.  John  Anspach.  2  00 


Life  Subscribers. 


Reeve  Knight, 
Mrs.  E.  B.  Falconer, 
Peter  Wright, 


$  10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
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